
 

 

 

INTERIOR OF MUSEUM CIRCA 1890 

IS THIS ONE OF THE OLDEST MUSEUMS STARTED BY 

A PRIVATE COLLECTOR? 
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For bookings and further information please go to  

www.friendsofromanaldborough.co.uk 

or contact the Secretary of FORA on  

01423 325808 

E-mail: secretary@friendsofromanaldborough.co.uk 

 

Andrew Lawson, who owned Aldborough Manor 
during the 19th century, encouraged antiquarian 
excavations in his grounds leading to a consider-
able collection of Roman artefacts.   
 
In 1863, at a meeting in Leeds of the British Ar-
chaeological Association, his son Andrew Sher-
lock Lawson invited the delegates to visit the 
newly established museum in the grounds of the 
manor. The Lawson family encouraged the public 
to visit the museum.  In 1948 Lady Lawson  
Tancred transferred the museum and its  
contents together with part of the manor 
grounds to the guardianship of the nation.  
 
In 1964 the current museum building was  
erected and the original building relegated to 
that of a store room.  The museum and grounds 
are currently administered by English Heritage. 

Aldborough is easily accessible from the A1, A59, 

A168 and B6265.  There is no parking on site. 

Please use the free tourist car park in Borough-

bridge town (1 mile from the site). Coaches can 

drop off at site, then park in Boroughbridge area.  

There are no specially allocated disabled parking 

spaces, but visitors with limited mobility may be 

able to park at the side of the road.  

   FORA  Friends of Roman Aldborough 

www.friendsofromanaldborough.co.uk 

ALDBOROUGH MUSEUM 

150th Anniversary  

Celebrations 

Saturday July 12  

to Saturday July 26  

2014 



 

 

FORA OPEN DAYS 
Saturday 19th July 10:00am-6:00pm 
Sunday 20th July 10:00am-6:00pm 

A great day out for all the family  
at Aldborough Museum 

 
There will be lots of activities including guided tours of 
the museum site, Roman re-enactors, A Roman Story 
Teller, a Step Inside Guide for families  which contains 

lots of information and activities, the chance to design a 
mosaic  - and much much more! 
Roman re-enactors will be demonstrating 
and talking about different aspects of     
Roman life on both days. Be prepared to 
find out about surgery, gaming, gambling, 
bone and antler carving, tilework, mosaics,  
possibly Roman (women’s) hairdressing, 
everyday life of a soldier, wood carvings 
(mainly spoons), and textiles and knitting 
socks mainly. 

 

 

Local members of FORA will be leading tours of the    
museum site on both days at 2.30pm. 

 

Roman Story Teller Be prepared for wonderful tales of 
Gods and Goddesses and some with a special link to 

Aldborough.  Tanya Bentham has worked for 
many     museums and heritage organisa-
tions at Open Days and recently led textile 
workshops at the Ashmolean in     Oxford 
and the Weald and Downland in West 
Sussex. She has led storytelling sessions in 
many schools across the area. She likes to 

gather stories from the original sources and 
then bring them to life in a lively, interactive 

way so that they appeal to all age groups.  

 

Local Community Archaeologist  

Kev Cale is well known locally for his unique  

approach to studying the past and his passion 
to involve the public in their heritage.  He has 
worked in the village and on the Aldborough 
site as well as with     numerous local groups 
and schools.  Recently he has run the HOP 
Lottery Funded Project  for local   Primary 
School children. 

 

Kev will be on hand to answer your questions  
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MOSAIC WORKSHOP 

Thursday 17th July  10:30am-3pm    Aldborough Village Hall 

Participants will make their own mosaic led by Sue 
Kershaw, an experienced mosaic artist.  Sue will 
provide the materials and help you to produce a 
22cm x 22cm indoor plaque using authentic     
Roman designs  

Cost £50 (FORA members £45)  

Limited to 12 participants. Booking essential. 

Refreshments will be available. Participants to bring own 

lunch. 

AMPHITHEATRES OF ROMAN BRITAIN (Talk) 

Friday 18th July  7:30pm  Aldborough Village Hall 

Tony Wilmott, Senior Archaeologist for English Heritage, will 

talk about the amphitheatres of    

Roman Britain and help us to see how 

the one in Aldborough might well 

have looked. 

Tony was voted ' Archaeologist of the 

Year' by readers of  

Current Archaeology 2012.  

 

 

ANTIQUARIANS AND ROMAN ALDBOROUGH (Talk) 

Tuesday 22nd July 7:30pm Aldborough Village Hall 

Mike Turpin, FORA member, has been  
researching the contributions to antiquarian  
ideas by the Lawson family regarding the  
history of Roman Aldborough. He has had  
access to a collection of fascinating drawings 
and other materials illustrating these ide-
as and the founding of the museum which is  
celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. 
Free to members  of FORA   Non-members: £5  

LOCAL FINDS DAY 

Thursday 24th July  1:00pm-4:00pm 

Aldborough Village Hall 

HOP will lead this local Finds Day sup-
ported by Kev Cale, Community  Ar-
chaeologist and Sam Moorhead,  Na-
tional Finds Adviser from the British 
Museum. Bring along your own finds - Roman or otherwise 
and talk with the experts. 

(HOP—Hand on the Past Junior Archaeology Group) 

THE ROMANS WHO SHAPED BRITAIN (Talk) 

Thursday 24th July 7:30pm  Aldborough Village Hall 

"Here are the stories of the people who built and ruled Roman 
Britain, from the eagle- bearer who leapt (or was pushed ) from 
Caesar's ship into the waves at Walmer in 55BC to the last     
cavalry units to withdraw from the island under their dragon 
standards in the early fifth century AD." 

Sam Moorhead will give a lively and witty 
introduction to the political history of 
Roman Britain.  
 
Free to members  of FORA    
Non-members: £5  

A note for non-members of FORA  

If you book 3 talks together  the cost is £12.50 

FORA annual membership rates: 

Single   £10.00 

Joint   £17.50 

Junior/Student £  5.00 


