
British Library 
 
We are organising a collection day on Saturday 2nd August to coincide with the 4th August 
centenary of the outbreak of World War One at the British Library in Boston Spa. 
Background 
 
Europeana 1914-1918 Collection Day is based on the idea that people across Britain are asked to 
bring family letters, photographs and keepsakes from the War to be digitised. The success of the 
idea has encouraged Europeana, Europe's digital archive, library and museum, to bring other 
national institutions across Europe into an alliance with Oxford University. The collaboration brings 
European stories online alongside their British, German, Slovenian, Luxembourgian, Irish, etc. 
counterparts in a World War One stories collection. 
 
Europeana 1914-1918 Roadshows 
At the Family History Roadshows, members of the public are invited to bring their documents, 
artefacts and stories from the First World War to be recorded by the project staff. The stories and 
scanned or photographed images of the objects are then added to the online Europeana portal 
www.europeana1914-1918.eu  
 
Online story collection 
The online story collection opened in March 2011. At the website, anyone can add their objects to 
the collection together with their stories. More information about how to add something to the 
collection can be found on the http://www.europeana1914-1918.eu/en/contributor page. The 
objects that are submitted will be checked by the project team and then made available through 
Europeana. 
 
BL’s intention 
The intention for the day is to work with our Europeana partners as well as some new partners, to 
invite the public onsite to have their WW1 memorabilia digitised and equally importantly to 
welcome them to the Boston Spa site.   
Similar WW1 Collection  days have already been held in Preston and Banbury, supported by the 
Library in their role as leader of the UK’s contribution to a pan-European First World War 
commemoration of WW1, Europeana Collections 1914-1918.  
Europeana Collections have already digitised and made over 400,000 items relating to the Great War 
freely available online via the Europeana portal.  The collection already includes poetry, postcards, 
photographs and propaganda posters, trench journals, handwritten letters and children’s accounts 
of the war, as well as an astonishing collection of censored mail sent home by Indian troops serving 
on the front line. We are hoping the event in Yorkshire will add some more locally themed items. 
 
Your contribution 
In order to make this event at Boston Spa a success we will need your help! 
For the day we are seeking volunteers to undertake activities such as ww1 local history expertise.  
I would like to ask you if you are interested in volunteering on the day and team up with an 
interviewer collecting the stories of the public and accessing their artefacts 
 
Events 
Also we are looking into ways of animating the day for the public. So I would also like to ask you if 
you are interested in giving a talk or organising an event in our conference centre and beyond! 
 
  

http://www.europeana1914-1918.eu/
http://www.europeana1914-1918.eu/en/contributor


Shifts 
Shifts will be 8 hours long including coffee breaks and a lunch break, from 10am to 6pm  (We could 
offer half shift in case of other commitments) Please get back to me if you would like to be part of 
this collection day! 

 

Foteini Aravani 
Europeana Collections 1914-1918 Project Manager T +44 (0)20 7412 7892 
http://www.europeana1914-1918.eu  
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