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Now that the autumn is approaching I am sure that many of you will be planning your 
talks programme for 2014. When I was the Education and Outreach Officer for the 
West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service, I used to be a frequent speaker for 
many of you and I would like to maintain the link since I have left WYAAS. I am 
therefore emailing to let you know about the fully illustrated PowerPoint talks which I 
can currently offer.  
  
West Yorkshire before the mains: a short history of wells and water 
In country lanes and village squares alike, you will find water troughs which stand 
unnoticed by the rushing passer-by. Whether they were holy wells, spas wells or just 
simply a place where people went to fetch water, they all have a story to tell. This 
talk goes into their fascinating history and in many cases can be tailored to suit your 
particular region. 
  
Medieval Castles of West Yorkshire 
Most people would be surprised to learn that there are well over a dozen castles in 
West Yorkshire. Some lasted only a matter of decades. Others like Sandal and 
Pontefract were only demolished during the turbulent years of the English Civil War. 
This talk focuses on the development of the castle within our region and looks at the 
issues which led to the survival of some and the abandonment of others.  
  
The Lost Kingdom of Elmet (available from January 2014) 
In the years after Roman troops left this island the Britons began to fight, not only the 
Saxon invader, but also amongst themselves. Out of this time of conflict arose the 
Kingdom of Elmet, covering what is now South and West Yorkshire. It lasted for 
nearly two hundred years until it was conquered by King Edwin of Northumbria in the 
early 7th century. This talk looks at literary sources, place-name evidence and 
archaeology to bring this Dark Age Kingdom into the light.  
  
Cost 
All talks cost £50 for organizations within West Yorkshire. For those groups outside 
West Yorkshire I must also add a charge to cover travel expenses. A 20% discount 
is available if you book two or more talks or guided walks. Full details of the latter 
can be found by following the links form the guided walks page of my website at 
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