
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER NO 5                                                           MARCH 2013   

 
 
In my last Newsletter, I reported on contact with the Workers Education 
Authority and the Digability Programme for people with learning disabilities. I 
can now report that, following a meeting with the Monday Club, a wonderful 
group of people who meet in Selby under the guidance of Martin Waterhouse 
and a dedicated band of assistants, Jon Kenny and Digability have put in 
place an Introduction to Archaeology course for those of the Monday Club 
which showed an interest. The course will consist of a learning element, a 
practical element and visits to places of archaeological interest such as 
Southburn Museum in East Yorkshire and the Jorvik Centre in York. 
 
For our part, we have been involved throughout  and will provide the practical 
side of the deal by inviting the participants to take part in our summer dig, 
more of which later. It is very likely that the Monday Club team will be on site 
on one of the excavation days and I, for one, am looking forward to the 
realisation of a plan coming together. 
 
Just a few points to mention on last summers dig, Exploring the Iron Age. 
Firstly, I have had the opportunity to reappraise our assessment of the size of 
the ring-ditch we discovered in the dig. Working with Bob Wells, we have been 
able to plot the actual excavation profile of the feature into Draftsight, an 
Autocad application which is Free Open Source Software(FOSS) and from 
that get a much closer estimation of the diameter of the feature, plot the 
centre and therefore make an educated guess as to where the entrance is 
situated as these two features typically have interesting archaeological 
prospects. (See below) It now seems more than likely that feature is small 
enough to have been a hut-circle, the only negative side being that we did not 
find any post-holes for the supporting structure. 
 
One set of soil samples were kindly processed by Paul Allison for pH readings 
and he established that the soil was ‘fairly neutral’ at 7.1 and 6.5. Both 
samples were taken from the fill of the linear ditch. These reading do not, 
apparently, explain why we found no bone  in any of the trenches other than 
the sheep skeleton and that, though a recent burial in the plough-soil, was in 
quite a poor state. 
 



We also took soil samples, 6 in all, from various contexts and Jon and myself 
have just processed them at York University thanks to the generosity of Dr 
Cath Neale. This involves sieving the samples through very fine mesh to 
extract the organic and environmental content whilst washing away the soil in 
very cold!!! running water. They are currently drying after which microscopic 
examination will take place. We may then need special funding to have the 
material professionally examined but, it should, when done, give as an 
indication of the what the landscape looked like in North Duffield 2000+ years 
ago.  
 
All the hard work of Tony Stevens creating the EDUCATION PACK has really 
paid off. Copies have been taken by a number of interested organisations and 
we are now in a position to offer a digital copy on DVD for sale to any such 
organisation that might want one. With Jon and Tony, I visited Chapel 
Haddlesey Primary School at the end of 2012. They are keen to do a ‘Dig’ like 
the North Duffield one so will be returning there in the Spring. 
 
THE ROUNDHOUSE 

            
As you can see we have moved on considerably through the winter. For the 
roundhouse to be an authentic copy it would have to be thatched with material 
available to the local tribes-people and that has proved almost impossible. 
The bad weather and perpetual high water-levels has meant that we have 
only been able to harvest a small amount of fragmites(water-reed). Since we 
are keen to get the roundhouse finished, a compromise was needed. I had 
spotted Richard McNeil was growing miscanthus(elephant grass)- anything 
but something available to Togidubnus and his family 2000 years ago. An 
approach to Richard by John Ellwood immediately resulted in us being given 
as much as we wanted for a donation to a farming charity. Whilst this may not 
be to the letter of re-construction , one could argue that it is in the spirit, in as 
much that this was locally available to us at the time. 
 



So we intend to ‘cheat’ by thatching the roof with miscanthus followed by a 
cosmetic layer of fragmites. 
 
CELTIC FESTIVAL 

 

That’s the name we have given to the re-enactment event taking place on the 
village green over the weekend of 8/9th June 2013. 
 
After a slight scare when I found out that the law had changed in 2012 
concerning road-closures and that we now had to apply and pay a £300 fee 
plus hiring of the signs from a road management company for upwards of 
£150, things all went well. A complicated application form was duly submitted 
and the event received approval. The nice man at HLF approved the 
additional expenditure and another nice man at Ringway traffic management 
donated the signs for free. Phew! 
 
Another development is that the Jubilee celebrations in 2012 was so enjoyed 
by the village despite the appalling weather that they requested it be repeated 
each year. I thought it would be nice to combine the two events, so, now there 
will be a Picnic-on-the-Green on Saturday evening with folksongs round the 
campfire with a local folk duo. There will also be competitions for children with 
baking , period fancy dress and Hunt-the-Iron-Age-Helmet. 
 
You may already have seen publicity in all the local papers and Round Up- we 
want as many people here as possible so-spread the word amongst all your 
family and friends, contacts etc.   
 
My appeal for assistance to run the event had a moderate response-we now 
have volunteers to help: one with weaving and spinning, one with cooking and 
another telling stories to the children. Tony will be operating his impressive 
pole-lathe. Oh, and we hope to be in period costume- so come along get 
involved-the more volunteers we can get the less amount of work each of us 
will have to do on the day. 
 
 
Comitatus have been busily making Iron Age kit and are very excited by the 
prospect of a change of period as they are late Roman re-enactors. Below 
example of some of the things they have been making. So, if anyone fancies 
getting into the mood by making some Iron Age clothing, I have got some 
images and patterns off the web and will happily pass them on to you. 
 
We will need some help to set up the green on Friday evening 7th June with 
the arena etc and to take it down on Sunday evening so, again, some 
volunteer helpers would be really welcome.  
 
Please let me know, if you have not done so already,  if you can spare some 
time to help out. You do not need to be committed all day or all weekend, an 
hour here and there would be great. 
 



The BIG SCHOOL DIG 2013 will once again be held with the local school 
children on the school playing field. 
 
 
 

                       
 
DIG 2013 

 

Once again we will be taking part in the Festival British Archaeology 
organised by the Council for British Archaeology of which the Society ios 
associate members, 
 
We will once again be digging in the field at Parkhouse Farm that proved so 
successful in 2012. We intend to further investigate the round feature by 
finding the centre and entrance, Depending upon the size of workforce of 
volunteers we will open up other trenches looking to confirm other known 
crop-mark features. Last year we, over the week, 40 volunteers. Already we 
have had volunteers from Spain and an Australian loose in York so, if you 
fancy joining us again then get your applications in early letting me know 
when you will be available so that I can plan the dig. 
 
If you did not come last year then give it a try this year. No experience 
necessary as tools and training will be available on site. We welcome children 
to come and take part. If you have no transport(and there are now no buses to 
the village on Sunday, please let me know and I will do my best to get you a 
lift.  
 
Contacts:                  Co-ordinator – Brian Elsey, 288939                     
                                 Secretary- Tony Stevens, 288941  
                                 Email- ndchs@talktalk.net 
                                  Website-www.ndchs.org.uk  


