
WELCOME TO THE MY PLACE PROJECT 

We are delighted to announce the launch of the exciting new My Place initiative, a project 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and being run by West Yorkshire Joint Services 

Community Engagement team in partnership with Bradford MDC Museums. 

Over the next two years, the My Place project will engage young people in Bradford and 

Keighley in their local and family histories around the sites of Bolling Hall and Cliffe Castle. 

We have a packed schedule of topic-based school workshops, drama intrepretation, oral 

history collection, archaeological digs and celebration events. 

There is so much to get involved in. If you would like to know more, read on and get in touch 

with project officers Hayley Briggs (Keighley area) at hbriggs1@wyjs.org.uk or Rachel Tapp 

(Bradford area) at rtapp@wyjs.org.uk. 

 WHAT IS THE MY PLACE PROJECT? 

School engagement - From January to May 2013, the My Place project officers will begin 

delivering sessions on local history topics looking at census records, migration, the world of 

work, clothing and much more to over 600 Key Stage 2-3 students at 20 schools across 

Bradford and Keighley. In June, a selection of pupils will have the chance to take part in 

geophysics surveying of Bolling Hall and Cliffe Castle to determine what lies beneath the 

surface. Other groups of students will take part in drama intrepretation workshops to create a 

unique performance for the My Place celebration events in July. 

* The school spaces are very nearly full but there is one more available in the Bradford area. 

If you would like to snap this up, please email Rachel Tapp at rtapp@wyjs.org.uk. 

Oral history - To enhance the project findings and the experiences of the students, My Place 

is looking to collect memories of Bradford and Keighley, especially Bolling Hall and Cliffe 

Castle. We will host all oral histories on the Nowthen community heritage website, being run 

by the West Yorkshire Archive Service (www.nowthen.org). 

Archaeology - For two weeks at each hub, school students and members of the local 

community will have the opportunity to work with our organisation's professional 

archaeologists to uncover hidden treasures. 

MY PLACE NEEDS YOU TO VOLUNTEER! 

Throughout the next two years, we are offering members of the public the chance to help us 

with My Place activities. What are the benefits??? 

• Voluntary experience looks great on your CV  

• Meet new people and take part in fun activities  

• Learn new skills and improve personal development  

• Participate in a professional archaeological dig and oral history work  



If you would like to get involved, we would be delighted to hear from you. You can decide 

on what you would like to do and the level of commitment you are willing to offer. Please 

contact either Hayley (hbriggs1@wyjs.org.uk) or Rachel (rtapp@wyjs.org.uk) for further 

details and to put your name down to help with this exciting initiative. 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH MY PLACE 

The My Place project has both a Twitter account (@MyPlaceWY) and a Facebook page (My 

Place West Yorkshire). You can 'follow' or 'like' us to find out about any news, activities or 

events. 

We have also created a blog to give a rundown of all schools sessions, workshops, oral 

histories, archaeology digs and celebration events: www.myplacewy.wordpress.com. It 

doesn't just cover My Place but a whole range of other projects from the West Yorkshire 

Joint Services Community Engagement team. 

The next My Place e-newsletter will go out on Wednesday 13th March. Please feel free to 

pass on to anyone who may be interested. If you would like to subscribe to this e-newsletter, 

please contact one of the project officers below: 

Hayley Briggs (Keighley area)                  Rachel Tapp (Bradford area) 

 Email: hbriggs1@wyjs.org.uk                   Email: rtapp@wyjs.org.uk    

(0113) 393 9822                                         (0113) 393 9775                  


